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which most certainly had the desired effect. They con-
sisted of the following :
Firstly, with the assistance of German and Irish dockers
and sailors, so-called c incendiary cigars * were stowed away
in various hiding-places on the munition ships chartered
by the Allies, After a few days, when the vessels were
on the high seas, these ' cigars" caused fires on board and
compelled the captain to put into the nearest port. In
the trial of Rintelen thirty-two cases were alluded to in
which this method was successful.
Secondly, small infernal machines were affixed to the
steering-gear. of outward-bound munition ships. These
after a few days exploded as a result of the incessant turning
of the wheel, and the ship was rendered rudderless. Six
of such cases were mentioned.
Thirdly, Rintelen and his assistants staged strikes at the
American docks and so prevented vessels from sailing.
The object of all these three methods was that consign-
ments already cleared either should not arrive in Russian,
English or French ports, or if they did, then they should
be late. By this means the supply of munitions to the
front was made more difficult because the railroad and
loading and unloading system of the armies was disorganised.
But as regards the details of these methods it is perhaps
best to let Rintelen speak for himself. This is what he
says in his book:
I had by now established contact with all sorts of
* shady * characters, some of whom had secret schemes,
and one day I was visited by the German chemist, Dr.
Scheele. ... He began by presenting a strong letter of
recommendation from our Military Attache, Captain
Papen, and continued by saying that I was a man with
varied interests, and that he was a chemist, with a new
invention which he would like to offer me. I thought
he was rather hesitant, so I moved my chair nearer and
told him that he had come to the right place and had
only to reveal the purpose of his invention ; if it were
any good, he could be sure that I would acquire it;